8o         THE  INDIAN  SCENE
five years ago was desperately holding its ground against the multitude of mutineers, just where the King performed this cere-' mony. I have heard it suggested that the Viceregal Lodge and the Government offices should be built on the Ridge, which would certainly give them a commanding position ; but mercifully this idea has been rejected. The Ridge is sacred ground, and it should be dominated by nothing except the old Mosque, the Flagstaff Tower, and Hindu Rao's house, which still stand to mark the position of the British lines in 1857. I went over the ground with a Mutiny veteran from one of the Coronation camps, and he assured me that it was still exactly as he remembered it in 1857; and he was able to point out just where the troops formed up and advanced to meet one of the many sorties from Delhi. By design or good fortune the Ridge has so far been preserved from all builders and